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Aim :

To make the students understand the chapter of Uttanka’s Gurudakshina (7th standard 
English) while ensuring that they learn the story but also have practical understand of 
the language. 

Objective :

1. To make students understand the story and answer the questions.
2. To make them learn new words and teach articles and participles as part of grammar. 
3. To use their vernacular language (Kannada) as the base for explanation.
4. To make the tool replicable to other chapters as a teaching aid. 



Material Required :

-  Paper
-  Black sketch pen
-  Colour pencils
-  Tape 
-  Wool/ thin rope/ string 
-  Political map of India 

Pre-reading activity :

-  Cut-out of large outline maps of Rajasthan, Kerala and of Jaligere. The teacher can    
    colour code the states yellow, green and blue respectively. The colour coding will 
    give them an understanding of the varied terrain in the area. This will be used for the 
    pre-reading activity.  
-  Write A, AN and THE on large cards/sheets of paper which can be used to teach 
    participles during this section. 
-  Write TRAVEL and ADVENTURE both in english and the kannada translation on 
    separate placards.
-  Write KERALA, RAJASTHAN, BUS, AEROPLANE and JALIGERE individually on large 
    strips of paper. . 
-  The teacher can make dreawings of a bus and an aeroplane on sheets of paper or 
    ask two students to draw then as homework which can be used for the activity the 
    following day.  

Preparation for the class : Previous day 

Fig. 1. Pre-reading activity



Grammar exercises : 

The teacher must pick 4-5 verbs and form sentences using them in past, present and 
continuous participle. Each word of the sentence must be written on large strips of paper 
and tied with a string such that the children can hang the words around their necks. The 
extension of the words i.e. -ing, -en, -ed and -d must be written on separate sheets. 

      Note : The teacher must ensure that the sentences include one of the words taught 
                  in the chapter previously. 
                : Please refer to the example sentences given in the process section.

Fig. 2. Reading

Reading : 

Before beginning the chapter, the teacher will have to identify all the difficult words, 
objects and main characters in the chapter. The teacher can make the drawings herself 
or she can assign as homework each word to a student to draw out and bring the next 
day. For words which cannot be depicted, the students can try to come up with sounds 
or actions for the same. These drawings, sounds and actions will act as an aid to teach 
the chapter. 

Fig. 3. Grammar exercise



Fig. 4. Worksheet

Worksheet :

The teacher makes a simple match the following worksheet with all the english words 
she identified from the chapter on one column and their kannada meaning in the 
other column. She will need to then scan this sheet and print enough copies for all the 
students. 



1. Pre reading activity : 
  Day 1, Time allotted 1/2 hour 

  Setup :
  -  All the students must sit facing the chalkboard 
  -  Political map of India to be hung or taped on the wall
  -  Sheets of paper with the images of modes of transport and the outline map of state 
      to be kept ready.
  -  Sheets of paper with all the words required for the activity kept ready 
  -  Tape will be required to stick all the sheets on the political map and the wall 

Instructions :

-  The teacher introduces the chapter with a pre-reading activity. In kannada itself the 
    teacher can tell the story of a boy who goes from his village Jaligere to Kerala by 
    bus. From Kerala he then takes an aeroplane to Rajasthan and later returns to 
    Jaligere. 
-  While telling the story, the teachers sticks the cut outs of both the states (Kerala and 
    Rajasthan), the village (Jaligere) and the drawings of the modes of transport (bus and 
    aeroplane) in their respective location on the political map of India while introducing 
    them. She can stick the images using tape. (Fig.5)
-  While telling the story, the teachers talks more about the states by describing their 
    geography, features and culture. 
-  The teacher then sticks the english and kannada cards having the names of the 
    states and modes of transport on the map or the wall for the students to see. She 
    explains each word and its meaning while asking the children to repeat. (Fig.6)
-  To introduce the grammar section of articles, the teacher consciously uses A, AN 
    and THE in short sentences while using the previous story as reference. She sticks 
    the cards with A, AN and THE on the wall or blackboard using tape with the
    respective mode of transport beside it. This will help the student understand how 
    articles are used. (Fig.7)

Process

Fig. 5. States Fig. 6. English and kannada words Fig. 7. Use of articles



2. Chapter reading : 
  Day 1 and Day 2, time allotted 1/2 hour each day 

  Setup : 
  -  All the students must sit facing the chalkboard 
  -  Images with the corresponding english and kannada words which will be used in 
      the section to be kept ready.
  -  Tape for sticking them on the wall 

Instructions: 

-  The teacher can start by reading out the chapter to the students in english and 
    explaining the same in kannada para by para. 
-  While arriving at each of the difficult words in the chapter, the teacher sticks the 
    papers with the visual, the english word and the kannada translations of the same 
    on the chalkboard. If the word does not have a visual but a sound or action then 
    the teacher makes the children learn the same. As the visuals, sound and action are 
    created by the students, it will be much easier for them to relate to and understand 
    the meaning of the words. (Fig.8)
-  After the first reading of the chapter, the teacher can remove all the kannada words 
    from the chalkboard and revise the story once again only in english using only 
    the drawings and the english sheets of paper. This ensures that the children do not 
    depend on kannada for understand the story. By asking the students questions while 
    revising, the teacher can make sure that the children interact and participate. (Fig.9)
-  After the second revision, the teacher can remove the english words and revise the 
    story once again in english this time using only the drawings, actions and sounds as 
    reference to the story. This will help ensure that the students learn and understand 
    the story thoroughly. (Fig.10)
-  Once the students are thorough with the story, the teacher can orally ask the 
    students the questions related to the chapter (suggested questions provided below) 
    and make them answer either to the whole class or to each other in pairs. Through 
    this exercise, the students will be forced to use the words they recently learnt and 
    this will increasing their confidence in speaking english as well.

Suggested questions to ask the students :

-  What did the master tell Uttanka?
-  Why did Uttanka go to the forest?
-  How did Uttanka finally meet the queen? What did she tell him?
-  Where did the boy meet the man with the beautiful horse?
-  How did Uttanka get the earrings back from the serpent king?
-  Who were the people who helped Uttanka in his adventure? 

      Note : The teachers can if required explain the questions in kannada, but they have 
                  to ensure that the students reply in english only. 

Reference images on the next page



Fig. 8. First step of teaching with images, kannada words and english words.

Fig. 9. Second step of teaching with images and english words.

Fig. 10. Third step of teaching with only images



3. Grammar :
  Day 2 and Day 3, time allotted 1/2 hour each day 

  Setup: 
  -  The students must all be sitting facing the chalkboard. 
  -  All the required words to teach grammar must be kept ready
  -  Tape to stick the words on the wall 
 
Instructions : 

-  The teacher can introduce participles by sticking the cards -ing and -ed, -d and -en 
    on the board and explaining the basic idea of past and present participle. Gestures    
    can be used to help the students understand the concept of participles. (Example - 
    making the student act out the different actions of the same verb based on tense) 
-  She can then stick the sheet with the words of the simple sentence she has prepared 
    (for one of the verbs) on the board using tape. (Fig.11)
-  The students must copy the word in the notebooks, underlining the common verb. 
-  The teacher can then hand the words to the students, which they can hang around 
    their necks. 
-  The teacher can give the sentence (examples of sentences given below) with the 
    present participle and ask the students to come together and form the sentence.
-  The children with the words can walk to the front of the class and stand in a line 
    facing the class to form the sentence. (Fig.12) (Fig.13)
-  Then the teacher can ask them to form the same sentence again with past and 
    continuous participle. Once again the children with the words in the sentence, come 
    to the front of the class and stand in line facing the class and forming the sentence. 
-  The teacher repeats the activity with all the verbs and sentences prepared.
-  The students must copy all the sentences in their notebooks and underline the verb. 
 
 Example of sentences : 

-  Present participle - His wife will eat
   Continuous participle - His wife is eating
   Past participle - His wife has eaten
-  Present participle - The boy will stay at the hermitage 
   Continuous participle - The boy is staying at the hermitage
   Past participle - The boy stayed at the hermitage 
-  Present participle - I will travel to Kerala 

Fig. 11. Teaching participles using interactive cards Fig. 12. Activity cards 



4. Exercise : 
  Day 3, time allowed 20 minutes 

  Setup : 
  -  The teacher must give each of the students a worksheet

Instructions : 

  Sentence making 
  -  The teacher can ask all the students to make 5 sentences each using the words 
      they have learnt in the chapter. 
  -  The students can say the sentences orally to each other in pairs 
  -  This will help them in sentence building and increase their confidence in speech. If 
      the students attempt but are unable to make the sentence, the teacher can help 
      them with the same 

  Worksheet
  -  The teacher can ask the students to individually as a test fill the worksheet.
  -  This will be a revision for the students of the words but this time they do not have 
      the visual reference 
  -  They can take the worksheet home and can use it as a reference during their 
      exams. (Fig.14)

  Role play 
  -  The teacher can ask the students in groups of 5 to enact the story in english. Each 
      student can be given a role to play. 

      Note : This exercise is optional. Teacher can decide if she wants to take it up or not 
                  based on how well the students have learnt the chapter and the amount of 
                  time she has in hand. 

Fig. 13. Student participation using interactive cards



Values and Principles : 

1. Learning through revision - As the teacher keeps revising the chapter multiple times, 
    the children grasp the words quickly and understand the chapter throughly. 
2. Confidence building through speech - The exercises urge the students to come up 
    and speak in english thus building their confidence in the language. 
3. Replicable tool - The tool of using placards and adjoining visuals can be replicated 
    to each the other chapters, slowly speeding the teaching process. 
4. Teamwork and collaboration - The various exercises make the students work 
    together to form collaborative answers and solutions. 
5. Classroom participation and inclusiveness - The teaching method being interactive 
    ensures that all the students collectively participate and learn. 
6. Visual aid to thinking - The image references and kannada translation for the various 
    english words provides a visual reference and makes it easier for them learn. 
7. Increasing relatability through student intervention - The students being the ones 
    making the visuals, it will be easy for them to relate to them. 

Fig. 14. Worksheet



Teacher’s Notes


